MUSIC George Mathew has won aceolades not only as a top
conductor, but also for his humanitarian work in
benefit concerts and championing causes

across the world, SHALEENA KORUTH writes
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N AN, 12, ot the Ivaae Storn Auditorium in
Now York Cleys Carnogle Hall, an orchestia
lod by Indian conductor George Mathew
petformed Gustay Mahler's Symphony No.
S concort that was like any ather, In
many ways, and yer, completely unusual,
The ovchesten consisted of musiclans from 59 orches
tras and 13 sehools neross the United States and
abrond, with the playbill including the acclalimed New
York Philharcmontc and the less Hikely Lion King pit
orcheston, Jolning this potpoured of musieal talont
waore the womoen of the Dessolf Cholr and two famous
childron's cholrs

This sort of mixing of orchestras and symphonios
hardly evor oceun (o the world of Western classical
musde, The New York Philharmonic and the New York
Pops ahare Hede more than e name of thelr clity;
when (tcomes to porformance and venues, thelr paths
rrely croms.

ACCarnegie Hall though, that might in lanuary, stu-
dents played alongside faculty, and musiclans who
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B met only the day before shared the stage.

“It b very e for musiclans to collaborate Hke this,”
Ankush Bahl, conductor of the New Jersey Youth
Symphony, says “Fthink e mustciang in the New York
Philharmonie really enjoyed playing with thelr studonts
and colloaguos in other symphonies because they rarely
gotto, Generally, by contract, they play only with thel
orchest”

“Muhlor for the Chilldren of AIDS" collapsed bound-
artes not just in the musical world but beyond by mis-
g more than $170,000 for ehildron and mothers
alfoctod by FHIV/AIDS,

For three years now, since 2006, Mathew, who serves
on the conducting staff at the Manhattan School of
Musle, has mounted the conductor’s podinm at
Carnogle Hall and delivered to the audlence the sk
of Beethoven, Verdi and Mahler. His achlevement iy
more than satbdactory on a musical lovol, bat most
Impressive In s humanitadan stance, Mathew's con
corts consist of volunteer mustelany cullod from
orchestras and schools, with studonts and staes pers ob J




“I think of George Mathew as a musical Gandhi with his ability to unify
people and musicians for the cause of these worldwide tragic situations.

Tornilng topether by support ol oo varlety of reliel TR A fewy ineetings later, Mathew had b venue, and
organizations, Think Live Aldbor DISA far Aeica, oxcept Tronn then on, the possibiliclos simply exploded
Ehae thibs the aromnd ehe st fans are i black tes | Atap venie neoded wostar cost toomatch A friend
aned growy s They are not geooviog st n stadlum teeming ‘ mentioned Mathew's plan o Eagene Drocker of the
with B, Bt preetoermtoge st dhede sode seands, i than wonld venowned Frnerson Steing Quarton, Ata chinnee
AOAE At el ad e lisive ofvemmes - Cavnepie all iy \ e g o8 a0 phaces, wn odevainon, Doacker sind e
New York iy Wbk Interested, Rotarndng home with a “spaiog [ his
Phe Western clivsdent musie seon v intensely cam step” Mathew met o former poiocipal cellist nt the Noew
pocitive: Musicims st adbere to very high standards York Phitharmonte, who oftered by sorvieos, and prom
Of skl ke o ehad the b cost ot staging o petlonn Iodd e prue Mathew tnctonc b with ather peformers
e, aod (0 e wonder there mre tow benellt con Suddenty there was this buzz golng through the
cort o elmdent monte. By tappdog fndividoad valun orchestral world," Mathew says of how the st concert
toers dnstead of expensive orchestias, Mathew's con Cme togother
certs provide mosicinnes who are wsuaally too busy hon People whom Fd known about and fdolized from
g thede crnfe witho e way to give ek whitle dolng what | ditanee,” Inelading Dieterow, whose prodiglous ms
they lave hewt el vdent Todh o b cnrerr taking off ot the age of |
Pk of George Mathew as oomusteal Gandhl with Wore now interestedt A net of talent, both American ond
B ability to unily people and s lans for the case iternational, was Tnlog o place almost senmlealy
of thewe worldwide trngghe steoatlons,” says Glenn Fhe administrative portion was loss fnmiline bt o New
Incterow, concertimaster for the New York York law firo offered b senvices  pro bono - and an
It monte aod aostae peddormer ot the Carneglo Jan 2006, Mathew stepped up (o the podium o
benefies "1 muakes youn feol boteor s o person and what conduct "Hoothovens Nioth for South Asia "
Botter way than to danate your ant Roviews of Mathew's concerts have been more tem
Four years ago thouph, in October 20005, tone ol this preredh than loadwtory. One reason b that sueh divers
witk on Mathewomind, Ploowic in Carnoghe Hall om pronps of astelnns cnn come topethor only at the Tast
afrernoon, ata Schabert coneert, The Kashomir earth ot withe thme onongdh for Joust ome or two reheaisals
ik T stroek only days aggo, Kl handreds ol P ather s Mathew Timsell Fle swears o conducton’s
peoplo und allecting thovsunds more Ivat, ook weanes 10w, ot ow o vislonary, with a zoal lor
i Bistontogg (o the Todlioed arehestra and think communicatiog and bringiog people togethor - that s
b o aemazbog 1ewas to e hore by thils beantiful | the bt with feathors
space \\‘.|l|hu|)"Ilu'nt'|u'u'\|l' l I

playing this Incrediblo musde,” RTINS e 1o e

hoosiys, “And the earthguake
B e sitting quite heavily on
oo TEwas not peteing the
Klodd of media attontion it need
el Mathew penned ana pro
P e, “Coneert for
Nishiendr

Ao days Tater e men
Honed o tend 1Honly
Leanard Bernvteln - the
ronowned conductor wd
American lepend who onganized
e rous homaniorinm con
corts tor canmes inchuding Alhs

Had been alive, perhaps o
Tundiniver would hive been
possdbles Mathew's triend i,

Foak, Bevnstedn s oot here Yoo
are You feel about this, so do
something”

Whenr askesd how it all canme
fopether, Mathew says iy initinl
plan wiscmaodest - weancort ina
chorch, tarexample - annl his
Tonrmes teacher, SieColin Dy,
prevident of the London
'v\ln||||nn\ Orchentra wgpested

B speak 1o the Tiead of Carmeye

Nowy Juirn 00




“Mathew works wonders. | believe he is a very special and brilliant human being with nothing
but love in his heart for humanity; one cannot help but be affected by somebody like that”

L[] Bahl, o colloague and conductor, says nbout
Mathew, “I think people ke to play for him because
he's very Inspleing. Hes very articulate, He shows o clear
love for the muste and the causes.”

How doos Mathow balance hix artistie side with the
logwork involved In organizing the concerts? “I's difm
cul,” he says, “and L am not sure 've done the balanc-
Ing vory woll. Bt Fam s conductor regardloss, and one
B to know how to deive the car”

Even DIcterow pratses Mathew's passion for hix
musle, but seemy more struck by his humanitacian side.
"Mathew works wondors, Thelleve he bs a very special
and bt Toean belng with nothing but love in his
heart for humanity; one cannot holp but be affected by
somebody like that”

i st have been the case for many of the people
on the concerty” ndvisory boards. Thele nanmes rond like
neolebrity st on a global peace panel. They have
Included the world famous conductor Zubin Mehita,
Newsweek editor Pareed Zakarln, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu and nctross Min Parrow, to name only o fow, One
of them, Alexander Bornstoin = president of the
Bernstein Poundation < wrote lnan el rosponse,
"George Mathew bn a shining example of my father,
Loonard Dernstelns creod that are can 'do work bn the
world" He has worked trelessly through muslc o
Involve and uplift people. Dsalute George's herole
offoris”

Mathew was born i 1965 in Singapore, His parents
moved o Trvandrum, Kerala, upon retieing nnd
Mathew enterud the 11th grade,
The experience was tantamonnt
10 belng locked up,

“Iwanted to et out to o
more cosmaopolitan eley in India
Fhere were many things [ wos
rebelling agalost - social struc-
tures, for one, I you didn't want
(o study medicine or englneer
Ingg your Hle wis o winle," he
NN,

"Twas Interested In music
Dot 0 was clear that was some
thing I would have to do as an
avocation, because professional
mvsiclans had o be < o use the
tereiblo word - talonted.”

Aronnd this time, Mathew
leard of Rishi Valley, a school
run by the Keishnamurtl
Foundation In Andhra Pradesh,
where education Is conducted
not with u view to conform but
undorstand onosell and one's
potential in relation (o the
world.

The schools philosaphy
appealed to Bl instantly and
he convineed his parents, who
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end of by fast year in school, Mathew went to the
Krlshnamurth school in Brockwood, England, Only
thore did he hoar his fiest Hve orchestra and set eyes
Apon an orchestral score,

w18 the spark thint wis serack duaring his years
loarning plano as a ohild In Sngapore, and later as
cholr conductor at eharch n Tevandoam, had suddenly
mel nmatch,

Soon after the Mahler concort, Mathew was aptl
mistie and full of plans, He had just gotten marsed. He
was about o visit Ind b, More than one group had
already approached him about dolng another fundrals
or for pediarde AIDS, “We strack a nerve with this con
cert,” he says, but adds tundeadsing and humanicarian
concorts e only the tp of the leeberg

He b looking Into bringlog music education to
impoverished children in Chenonl in o program based
on o stedine Venezuelan program callod P Sistoma
Mathew Is conficdent of convineing Western musicians
o travel o India to mentor and teach the children
Fhere bs no funding yot, but he s not worrled

"India roprosents a watershed moment In history as
billions rise up to take thele place on the world stage,”
e says, He b oxeltod about possibilitios o the glabal
village; possibilicion that take him back 26 years, In
1904, Mathew watched the New York Philharmonie on
televiston when it wured Indin with Zubin Mehta,
Todny, some of the same players are in his concorts,
toakingg in b words, the world of that moment seem
rather simally




